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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Scott Timmerman on 12/13/07. 

An error with the dependency of Claim 24 was detected by quality review on 
2/24/2008. 

After consultation with Scott Timmerman on 3/19/2008, the amended claim 
language corresponding to Claim 24 has been removed and Claim 24 has been allowed 
to revert to its original presentation. 

Abstract has been amended as follows: 

Systems and m e thods for effecting online financial transactions between 
individuals are disclosed. or b e tw ee n ind i vidua l s and e ntiti e s such as banks, m e rchants 
and oth e r compani e s. Each us e r acc e ss e s a fund exchang e s e rv e r to e stablish an 
on li n e account, wh i ch i s us e d to transf e r funds to and from oth e r e nt i ti e s' onl i n e 
accounts. To fund an on li ne account, funds can b e transferred to th e on l in e account 
from a cr e dit card account or from anoth e r on l in e account. To w i thdraw funds, mon e y 
can b o transf e rr e d to a crod i t card account or other bank account. Any user may initiate 
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a send money transaction or a request payment transaction with any other entity 
provided that entity has an e-mail address. For a send money transaction, the user 
sending money (payor) enters an amount of funds to be transferred and an e-mail 
address of the recipient of the funds (payee). The transfer request may include an 
identity confirmation through which the payor confirms the identity of the payee. The 
system sends an e-mail message to the payee at the address provided indicating that 
the amount of funds has been "received" on the payee's behalf. The payee mav nwst 
th e n e ith e r open an online account or identify an existing online account to complete the 
transaction as well as provide identity confirmation for the payor . For a r e qu e st mon e y 
transact i on, a us o r o nters an amount of funds ow e d and an e ma il addr e ss for th e 
rec i p ie nt of th e payment requ e st (payor), and th e system sends a paym e nt r o qu o st to 
th e payor via e mai l at th o prov i ded addr e ss. If th e payor acc e pts the paym e nt r e qu e st, 
th e payor id e nt i fi e s an on l in e a ccount from which to transf e r funds to th e pay e e (in i t i ator 
of th e paym e nt r e qu e st). I f the payor do e s not hav e an on li ne account e stab li sh e d, th e 
payor must s i gn up for an onlin e a ccount and prov i d e a cr e dit card number to fund th e 
on l in e account. Th e r e aft e r, th e amount of funds ar e transf e rr e d to th e paye e and the 
syst e m s e nds an e ma i l not i f i cat i on to th e pay ee indicat i ng that th e funds hav e b ee n 
"r e c ei v e d" on th e payee's b e ha l f. I n both cases, to comp le t e a transaction, th e pay ee 
must d i r e ct th e r e c ei ved funds to an on li n e account, for exampl e , by prov i d i ng an onlin e 
account numb e r and/or oth e r i d e nt i fying informat i on such as a password. Th e payor 
may canc el th e transaction at any t i m e unt il th e pay ee dir e cts th e r e c e iv e d funds to an 
on li n e account. Upon confirmation, the transfer may occur. 
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Claims 1, 23 and 36 have been amended as follows: 

Claim 1. A computer implemented method of transferring funds from an online 
account associated with a first user to a recipient online account, the method 
comprising: 

receiving a transfer request from the first user, the transfer request 
including an amount of funds for transfer from the online account and identification 
information for a recipient of the funds, the identification information including an 
electronic message address associated with the recipient , further wherein the transfer 
request includes a request for identity confirmation : 

automatically sending an electronic message to the recipient using the 
electronic message address, the electronic message indicating that funds are ready for 
transfer to the recipient and requesting a response from the recipien t for the identity 
confirmation accept i ng or ro i oct i ng th e transfer of funds ; 

receiving the response from the recipient accepting or rejecting the 
transfer of funds wherein the response includes a request by the recipient to open an 
account upon an acceptance of the transfer of funds , further wherein the response 
includes the response for the identity confirmation : 

sending an electronic message to the first user notifying the first user 
whether the recipient rejects the transfer of funds, whoro i n a r e j e ct i on of tho transfer of 
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fundc resu l ts i n no transf e r of th e funds wherein the electronic message includes the 
response for the identity confirmation : 

initiating opening the recipient online account for the recipient upon the 
acceptance of the transfer of funds; 

receiving from the first user an acceptance or a rejection of the identity 
confirmation i nformat i on i d e nt i fy i ng tho r o cipiont online account ; and 

transferring said amount of funds from the first account to the recipient 
online account associated with the recipient upon the acceptance of the transfer of 
funds and upon acceptance of the identity confirmation . 

Claim 23. In a computer network, a computer system communicably coupled to a 
database of user accounts, the user accounts including values representing funds 
maintained by a financial institution on behalf of the users, the computer system 
executing code for updating the values in the user accounts, the code including 
instructions for: 

processing a transfer request received by the computer system from a first 
user over the network, the transfer request including an amount of funds for transfer 
from a first user account associated with the first user and identification information for a 
second user, the identification information including an electronic message address for 
the second user , wherein the transfer reguest further includes a reguest for identity 
confirmation : 
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automatically sending an electronic message to the second user using the 
electronic message address, the electronic message indicating that funds are ready for 
transfer to the second user and requesting a response from the second user accepting 
or rejecting the transfer of funds; 

processing the response received from the second user to determine 
whether the second user has accepted or rejected the transfer of funds, wherein the 
response includes a request by the second user to open an account; 

sending an electronic message to the first user notifying the first user 
whether the second user has rejected the transfer of funds; 

opening a second account for the second user; 

receiving information identifying the second account for the second user; 

automatically sending an electronic message to the first user with 
identification information for the second account associated with the second user and 
providing a response from the second user for the identity confirmation ; and 

updating the values of the first user account and the second account 
associated with the second user to reflect that the amount of funds was transferred from 
the first user to the second user when the response received from the second user 
indicates acceptance and the first user accepts the response from the second user for 
the identity confirmation . 
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Claim 36. A computer implemented method of transferring funds between user 
accounts in a computer network including a plurality of affiliate banks, wherein the 
affiliate banks conduct fund transfer settlements, the method comprising the steps of 

receiving a transfer request to transfer funds from a first online account 
associated with a first user to a second online account associated with a second user, 
wherein the transfer request includes a bank identifier that identifies a first of the 
plurality of affiliate banks and the transfer request includes an identity confirmation with 
a query for the second user : and 

transferring funds from the first online account to the second online 
account after the second user has approved the transfer request and the first user 
receives and verifies identity information including verifying the identity confirmation with 
a n answer to the query fef from the second user , th o i d e nt i ty conf i rmat i on including on 
answ e r from the second us e r to th o qu o ry from tho first us e r ; 

wherein the identified first affiliate bank conducts the fund transfer 
settlement for the transferred funds on behalf of the first user. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 1 - 3, 6 - 8, 11, 23—24, 28 - 29, 36 - 42 and 48 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for indication of allowable subject matter. 
The prior art fails to teach or suggest, the limitations of: 

"wherein the transfer request includes a request for identity confirmation... 
requesting a response from the recipient for the identity confirmation... 
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wherein the response includes the response for identity confirmation... 
receiving from the first user an acceptance or a rejection of the identity 
confirmation." (as in Claim 1). 

Such limitation is present in all independent claims. 

It is well known in the art for electronic fund transfer systems to obtain identity 
confirmation from the intended recipient of funds before dispersal of funds. Identity 
confirmation is usually conducted via examination of the photographic identification (e.g. 
driver license or passport) of the recipient when fund dispersal is conducted by an 
individual, such as a bank teller. Identity confirmation can also be conducted via 
certification with a central server of a personal identification number or a password 
presented by the recipient when fund dispersal is conducted by a computerized system, 
such as an automated teller machine. 

The instant application distinguishes from these common practices by not having 
the dispersal unit confirm the recipient's identity autonomously of the sender. The 
dispersal unit does not utilize its own judgment in examining the recipient's credentials. 
The dispersal unit does not consult its own internal records stored on its own internal 
server. Rather than allow the dispersal unit confirm the identity of the recipient, the 
instant application routes identity confirmation information from the recipient to the 
sender, allowing the sender to make the ultimate determination. 

Marcous (US Patent 5,650,604) discloses an electronic fund transfer system in 
which the intended recipient of funds confirms his identity to the dispersal unit through 
provision of a personal identity number and security code. The system does not contact 



Application/Control Number: Page 9 

10/727,303 

Art Unit: 3693 

the sender of funds, allowing the sender to determine whether the submitted identity 
confirmation information is sufficient. Rather, the system consults its internally 
maintained records to confirm the recipient's identity. Neither this patent, alone nor in 
combination with others, discloses nor suggests the feature of transmitting the recipient 
identity confirmation information to the sender for acceptance or rejection of such 
information. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason M. Borlinghaus whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6924. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am-5:00pm M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Kramer can be reached on (571) 272-6783. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 



Page 10 



10/727,303 
Art Unit: 3693 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
Jason Borlinghaus (JMB) 
March 19, 2008 
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